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Executive Summary

The following analysis is the first in a series of reports examining shooting incidents, victims,
and suspects in the State of Delaware. Prior reports by the Criminal Justice Council focused
exclusively on shootings in Wilmington, Delaware. This report shows that while Wilmington
was responsible for more than half of all reported shootings in the state in 2011, suburban New
Castle County and Kent County also reported a significant number of shootings that year.

In 2011, 149 shooting incidents were reported in Delaware. These shootings resulted in the
injury or death of 158 victims. Over half (58.2 percent) of the 158 shooting victims were shot in
Wilmington, 25.3 percent were shot in suburban New Castle County, 12 percent were shot in
Kent County, and 4.4 percent were shot in Sussex County. Twenty-nine (18.4 percent) of the 158
shooting victims died from their injuries.

210 suspects were implicated in the 149 shooting incidents either by the victims themselves, by
witnesses to the shooting, or through police investigations. As of April 2012, 73 suspects have
been identified by name, race and sex, and 50 suspects were arrested. The identities of 137 of the
210 shooting suspects were unknown and 48 suspects were convicted as of April 2012.

Of the 71 identified shooting suspects, 85.9 percent were under 30, and over half (53.5 percent)
were between the ages of 18 and 25 years old. 91.5 percent of the 71 identified shooting suspects
were male. Black males comprised 84.5 percent of all identified shooting suspects. In
comparison, half (50 percent) of the 158 shooting victims were over 25 years old, and 43 percent
were between the ages of 18 and 25 years old. 89.2 percent of the 158 shooting victims were
males of any race, and 75.3 percent of shooting victims were black males. Black male victims
were shot by black male suspects in 79.5 percent of cases where both the race and sex of the
suspect and victim were known.

85.9 percent of the 71 known suspects and 70.9 percent of victims had prior arrest histories in
Delaware. Compared with shooting victims, suspects were more likely to have a prior violent
felony arrest in their criminal history, were more likely to have been arrested as a juvenile, and
were more likely to be eligible for career criminal status.



Methodology

The data presented in this report were obtained from DELJIS (Delaware Justice Information
System) records, and were acquired by downloading assault and homicide complaint records,
and filtering for incidents where a firearm was used and a shot was discharged. Each remaining
record was researched individually to verify that every incident included at least one victim who
was injured or killed by a firearm. Suspect and victim demographics, arrest history, career
criminal status, and shooting incident location.



Shooting Incidents, Victims, and Suspects

Police agencies in Delaware reported 149 shooting incidents in 2011 that resulted in the injury or
death of the victim. The total number of incidents, victims, and suspects are shown in Table 1. It
should be noted that the totals shown do not include self-inflicted shootings, accidental
shootings, or shootings that were committed in self-defense.

Table 1 - Shootings in 2011 that Resulted in the Injury or Death of the Victim
. Shootings Shooting Suspects
Reporting Agency - — —
Incidents | Victims All Suspects | ldentified | Arrested

Wilmington PD 87 92 125 29 22
Suburban New Castle County 36 40 47 17 13
w New Castle County PD 26 30 38 15 11
5 DSP Troop 2 6 6 5 1 1
6 DSP Troop 1 1 1 1 0 0
2 | EnvControl Fish & Wildiife 1 1 1 0 0
z New Castle City PD 1 1 1 0 0
Newport PD 1 1 1 1 1
New Castle County Total 123 132 172 46 35
Dover PD 9 9 14 12 8

% DSP Troop 3 8 8 8 5
N2 DSP Headquarters 2 2 2 2 1
Kent County Total 19 19 24 19 11
DSP Troop 4 2 2 6 5 1
< Milford PD 2 2 1 0 0
“é DSP Troop 5 1 1 3 0 0
8 Laurel PD 1 1 1 1 1
Seaford PD 1 1 1 0 0
Sussex County Total 7 7 12 6 2
Statewide Total 149 158 208 71 48

More than half of all shootings reported in Delaware in 2011 occurred in Wilmington. Police in
Wilmington reported 87 (58.4 percent) of the 149 shooting incidents reported statewide in 2011.
Police agencies in suburban New Castle county accounted for 36 (24.2 percent) of the 149
shootings statewide. Overall, 123 (82.6 percent) of the 149 shooting incidents reported in
Delaware in 2011 were from New Castle County. Kent and Sussex counties accounted for 19
(12.8 percent) and 7 (4.7 percent) shooting incidents respectively.

158 shooting victims in Delaware were injured or killed by firearms in 2011. A review of police
incident reports shows that 208 suspects were involved in the 149 shootings shown in Table 1.
As of April 2012, 71 (34.1 percent) of the 208 suspected shooters were identified by name, race,
sex and birth date, and 48 suspects (23.1 percent) have been arrested.



Shootings in 2011 that resulted in the death of the victim are shown in Table 2. Twenty-nine of
the 158 shooting victims succumbed of their injuries in 25 separate incidents, not including self-
inflicted shootings. Sixteen (64 percent) of the 25 fatal shooting incidents occurred in
Wilmington and 5 fatal incidents (20 percent) were in suburban New Castle County. Overall, 84
percent of all fatal shooting incidents in 2011 occurred in New Castle County with the remaining
4 fatal shootings (16 percent) taking place in Kent County.

Twenty-five of the 29 reported shooting fatalities were shot in New Castle County. Nineteen
(65.5 percent) of the 29 fatal shooting victims were shot in Wilmington, 6 (20.7 percent) were
shot in suburban New Castle County, and 4 (13.8 percent) were shot in Kent County. Nineteen
(52.8 percent) of the 36 firearm homicide suspects were identified by name, race, sex, and birth
date. Sixteen (44.4 percent) suspects have been arrested as of April 2012.

Table 2 - Firearm Homicides in 2011
. Firearm Homicides Firearm Homicides Suspects
Reporting Agency - — —
Incidents | Victims All Suspects | Identified Arrested
Wilmington PD 16 19 22 10 7
Suburban New Castle County 5 6 8 4 4
w New Castle County PD 4 5 7 4 4
5 DSP Troop 2 1 1 1 0 0
S DSP Troop 1 0 0 0 0 0
2 | EnvControl Fish & Wildiife 0 0 0 0 0
z New Castle City PD 0 0 0 0 0
Newport PD 0 0 0 0 0
New Castle County Total 21 25 30 14 11
Dover PD 2 2 4 4 4
% DSP Troop 3 0 0 0 0 0
X~ DSP Headquarters 2 2 2 1 1
Kent County Total 4 4 6 5 5
DSP Troop 4 0 0 0 0 0
= Milford PD 0 0 0 0 0
5 DSP Troop 5 0 0 0 0 0
a Laurel PD 0 0 0 0 0
Seaford PD 0 0 0 0 0
Sussex County Total 0 0 0 0 0
Statewide Total 25 29 36 19 16




Table 3 shows the case status and dispositions for the 48 arrested shooting suspects. As of April

2012, 14 cases resulted in a conviction, 2 cases were dismissed, and the defendant was found not
guilty in one case.

Table 3 - Case Status for 2011 Shooting Suspects
Status Disposition Total Percent
Convicted Defendant Pled Guilty 14 29.2%
Not Convicted Case Dismissed 2 4.2%
Defendant Found Not Guilty 1 2.1%
Pending Transferred to Another Court 23 47.9%
Trial Pending 6 12.5%
Consolidated with Another Case 2 4.2%
All Shooting Arrested Suspects 48 100.0%
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Table 4 - Shootings, Victims, Suspects, and Suspects Disposition Status for 2011 Shootings

) Shootings Firearm Homicides Shooting Suspects Dispositions
Reporting Agency
Incidents Victims Incidents Victims All Suspects Identified Not Identified Arrested Not Arrested Pled Guilty I Not Guilty I Dismissed I Pending

Wilmington PD 87 92 16 19 125 29 96 22 7 6 1 1 14
Suburban New Castle County 36 40 5 6 47 17 30 13 4 2 0 1 10
New Castle County PD 26 30 4 5 38 15 23 11 4 2 0 1 8
'-'é DSP Troop 2 6 6 1 1 5 1 4 1 0 1 0 0 1
§ DSP Troop 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
z Env Control Fish & Wildlife 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
New Castle City PD 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Newport PD 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
New Castle County Total 123 132 21 25 172 46 126 35 11 8 1 2 24
Dover PD 9 9 2 2 14 12 2 8 4 4 0 0 4
£ DSP Troop 3 8 8 0 0 8 5 3 2 3 1 0 0 1
= DSP Headquarters 2 2 2 2 2 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 1
Kent County Total 19 19 4 4 24 19 5 11 8 5 0 0 6
DSP Troop 4 2 2 0 0 6 5 1 1 4 1 0 0 0
Milford PD 2 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
g DSP Troop 5 1 1 0 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
g Laurel PD 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Seaford PD 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sussex County Total 7 7 0 0 12 6 6 2 4 1 0 0 1
Statewide Total 149 158 25 29 208 71 137 48 23 14 1 2 31




Delaware Shooting Locations in 2011

Bethany Beach

Statistical Analysis Center - August 2012




Delaware Shooting Locations in 2011 - Wilmington
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Delaware Shooting Locations in 2011 - Northern New Castle County
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Delaware Shooting Locations in 2011 - Lower New Castle County
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Delaware Shooting Locations in 2011 - Kent County
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Delaware Shooting Locations in 2011 - Dover
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Delaware Shooting Locations in 2011 - Sussex County
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Shooting Suspect and Victim Demographics

Race, sex, and age information for 71 known shooting suspects are shown in Table 5. More than
half (53.5 percent) of the 71 identified shooting suspects were between the ages of 18 and 25
years old, 38 percent were older than 25 years old, and 8.5 percent were younger than 18 years
old. Black males comprised 84.5 percent of all shooting suspects.

Table 5 - Demographic Characteristics of 2011 Shooting Suspects
Age Range . Race and Sex .
Black Male White Male Black Female | White Female Total
14 t0 17 4 2 6
18t0 21 21 2 1 1 25
2210 25 12 1 13
2610 30 16 1 17
31t0 35 5 5
36 to 40
46 to 50
Over 50 1 1
All Ages 60 5 2 4 71
Avg. Age 24.9 35.5 235 27.8 25.8

Shooting suspect demographics are shown in Table 6. Fifty percent of the 158 shooting suspects
were adults older than 25 years old, 43 percent were between the ages of 18 and 25 years old,
and 6.9 percent were younger than 18 years old. 75.3 percent of the 158 shooting victims
reported statewide in 2011 were black males.

Table 6 - Demographic Characteristics of 2011 Shooting Victims
Race and Sex
Age Range Black Male White Male Hispanic Male ﬁig\?\f Black Female | White Female Total
14 to 17 10 1 11
18t0 21 25 4 3 1 33
22t025 27 2 1 4 1 35
26 to 30 25 1 1 2 1 30
31t035 12 1 3 16
36 to 40 13 1 2 1 17
4110 45 2 1 6
46 to 50 1 1 4
Over 50 3 1 6
All Ages 119 14 7 1 13 4 158
Avg. Age 27.4 29.2 29.2 22.3 28.3 39.4 28.0
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Table 6 shows 79.5 percent of all shootings in 2011 where the suspects were identified by race
and sex involved black male suspects and black male victims.

Table 7 - Suspect to Victim Race-Sex Correlation

Suspect Race/Sex Victim Race/Sex Total Percent

Black Male Black Male 120 79.5%

Black Female 6 4.0%

White Male 7 4.6%

Male-Race Unknown 2 1.3%

Hispanic Male 1 0.7%

Black Female Black Female 2 1.3%

Black Male 1 0.7%

Hispanic Male 1 0.7%

White Male White Male 2 1.3%

White Female 2 1.3%

Black Male 1 0.7%

White Female Black Male 3 2.0%

White Male 2 1.3%

Male-Race Unknown White Male 1 0.7%
Total 151 100.0%
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In 2011, 71 known shooting suspects shot 158 victims. Four of the identified suspects shot more
than one victim. Table 7 compares the age range of known shooting suspects with the ages of
their victims. In cases where both the suspect and victim ages were known, 25.3 percent of
shooting victims were shot by suspects who were approximately the same age as they were.

Table 8 - Known Suspect / Victim Age Correlation
1410 17 1410 17 1 1.3%
1810 21 3 4.0%
6/8.0%
221025 1 1.3%
4110 45 1 1.3%
181021 1410 17 1 1.3%
1810 21 8 10.7%
221025 12 16.0%
2610 30 1 1.3%
27136.0%
311035 2 2.7%
36 to 40 1 1.3%
41to 45 1 1.3%
46 to 50 1 1.3%
221025 181021 5 6.7%
221025 6 8.0%
2610 30 1 15/20.0% 1.3%
31t035 1 1.3%
36 t0 40 2 2.7%
2610 30 1410 17 2 2.7%
1810 21 1 1.3%
221025 8 10.7%
18/24.0%
2610 30 2 2.7%
311035 2 2.7%
36 t0 40 3 4.0%
31t035 221025 2 2.7%
31t035 1 5/6.7% 1.3%
36 t0 40 2 2.7%
36 0 40 411045 1 1/1.3% 1.3%
46 10 50 46 10 50 1 1/1.3% 1.3%
Over 50 2610 30 1 1.3%
212.7%
Over 50 1 1.3%
Total 75 75/100% 100.0%
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Criminal Histories of Shooting Suspects and Victims

Table 9 summarizes the criminal arrest histories for 2011 shooting suspects and victims. 85.9
percent of known shooting suspects and 70.9 percent of shooting victims had an arrest history in
Delaware. A higher percentage of shooting suspects had prior misdemeanor, drug, weapon,
felony or violent felony offenses in their arrest histories compared to shooting victims.

Table 9 - Shooting Suspect and Victim Criminal History
o ) Known Suspects Victims
Criminal History

No. | Pct. No. Pct.
Known Suspects and Victims 71 100.0% 158 100.0%
Has an Arrest History in Delaware 61 85.9% 112 70.9%
Misdemeanor Arrests 58 81.7% 108 68.4%
1 or 2 Arrests 10 14.1% 24 15.2%
3 Arrests or More 48 67.6% 84 53.2%
Drug Arrests 48 67.6% 78 49.4%
1 or 2 Arrests 24 33.8% 37 23.4%
3 Arrests or More 24 33.8% 41 25.9%
Weapon Arrests 32 45.1% 51 32.3%
1 or 2 Arrests 24 33.8% 40 25.3%

3 Arrests or More 8 11.3% 11 7.0%
Felony Arrests 52 73.2% 86 54.4%
1 or 2 Arrests 15 21.1% 28 17.7%
3 Arrests or More 37 52.1% 58 36.7%
Violent Felony Arrests 48 67.6% 80 50.6%
1 or 2 Arrests 24 33.8% 35 22.2%
3 Arrests or More 24 33.8% 45 28.5%
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Table 10 compares the age at first criminal justice system contact for shooting suspects and
victims. The table shows that 80.3 percent of shooting suspects and 71.4 percent of shooting
victims were juveniles at the time of their first arrest in Delaware.

Table 10 - Age at First Contact with Criminal Justice System
Suspects Victims
Age
Number Percent Number Percent
<14 24 39.3% 40 35.7%
1410 17 25 41.0% 40 35.7%
181021 6 9.8% 13 11.6%
2210 25 5 8.2% 7 6.3%
26 to 30 0 0.0% 5 4.5%
31t0 35 0 0.0% 0.9%
36 to 40 0 0.0% 5 4.5%
41to0 45 0 0.0% 1 0.9%
46 to 50 1 1.6% 0 0.0%
All Ages 61 100.0% 112 100.0%

The Career Criminal Candidate status of known shooting suspects and victims are shown in
Table 11. 59.2 percent of known shooting suspects and 27.8 percent of shooting victims were
eligible for career criminal status as of April 2012.

Table 11 - Career Criminal Candidate Status of Known
Shooting Suspects and Victims

CC Candidate Known Suspects Victims
Status Number Percent Number Percent
Yes 42 59.2% 44 27.8%
No 29 40.8% 114 72.2%
Total 71 100.0% 158 100.0%
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Day and Time Analysis of Shootings in Delaware 2011

Table 12 shows the date and times that shooting victims were shot. The most common day of the
week that victims were shot was Sunday, and the most common times were between 6:00 p.m.
and 12 am..

Table 12 - Day and Hour of 2011 Shootings
Day
Hours
Sunday Mononday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday Total

0000 to 0100 4 2 1 1 1 4 13

0100 to 0200 3 3 1 2 1 2 12

0200 to 0300 3 1 1 1 6

0300 to 0400 1 2 3

0400 to 0500 1 1 1 3

0500 to 0600 1 1 2
12:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. 12 3 4 1 4 5 10 39

0600 to 0700

0700 to 0800

0800 to 0900

0900 to 1000 1 1 2

0100 to 1100

1100 to 1200 1 1 2
6:00 a.m.to 12:00 p.m. 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 4

1200 to 1300 1 2 3

1300 to 1400 1 1 2

1400 to 1500 2 1 1 2 6

1500 to 1600 1 3 1 3 8

1600 to 1700 1 2 1 1 1 6

1700 to 1800 2 1 1 1 2 7
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 7 6 2 6 2 6 3 32

1800 to 1900 1 2 1 1 1 2 8

1900 to 2000 1 2 2 2 2 1 10

2000 to 2100 3 2 4 4 3 3 3 22

2100 to 2200 2 1 5 2 2 2 14

2200 to 2300 4 3 2 4 3 4 20

2300 to 2400 2 2 2 1 2 9
6:00 p.m.to 12:00 a.m. 11 12 16 15 6 12 11 83

Total 31 23 22 22 13 23 24 158
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Victim Injuries, Suspect Motives, and Victim-Offender Relationships

Table 13 shows the areas of the body where shooting victims were hit by gunfire. Approximately
one-quarter of all shooting victims were shot in the legs, groin, or buttocks and one out of every
five shooting victims were shot in the abdomen, chest or back.

Table 13 - Shooting Victims by Area of Body Shot

Area of Body Victims Percent

Legs. Groin, Buttocks 41 25.9%

Adbomen, Chest, Back 31 19.6%

Head, Face or Neck 14 8.9%

Arm, Hand 14 8.9%

Unknown 58 36.7%
Total 158 100.0%

Table 14 shows the motives for shootings as described in arrest reports for the 48 arrested
shooting suspects. According to the reports, the most common motives for shootings were fights
or altercations that occurred between the victims and suspects immediately prior to the shooting.
Fights or altercations were the motive in 28.2 percent of incidents. Robberies (including home
invasions) were the motive in 27.1 percent of incidents, and disputes related to illicit drugs were
the motive in 14.6 percent of incidents. The motives for the remaining 14 shootings were not
described in the reports.

Table 14

Suspect Motives for Shootings
Motives Categories No. Pct.
Fight or Altercation 14 29.2
Robbery or Home Invasion 13 27.1
Drug Related Shooting 7 14.6
Unknown Motive 14 29.2
Total 48 100
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The relationships between shooting suspects and victims are shown in Table 15. The most
commonly reported victim to offender relationship given by shooting victims was Acquaintance
(33.3 percent), followed by Stranger (18.8 percent), and Otherwise Known (12.5 percent).

Table 15
Victim to Suspect Relationship

Types of Relationships No. Pct
Acquaintance 16 33.3%
Stranger 9 18.8%
Otherwise Known 6 12.5%

Friend 1 2.1%

Sibling 1 2.1%
Undetermined 15 31.3%
Total 48 100.0%
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Self-Inflicted and Self-Defense Shootings

In 2011, an additional 48 shooting injuries and fatalities in Delaware were either self-inflicted or
occurred during an act of self-defense. Forty-six shootings were self-inflicted, of which 37 were
intentional (suicides) and 9 were accidental. Shootings that were made in self-defense comprised
the 2 remaining shootings.

Table 16 - Self-Inflicted and Self-Defense Shootings
Reporting Agency — Seftinficted - Self-Defense Total
Suicides Accidental

Wilmington PD 0 0 1 1
Suburban New Castle County Total 16 2 1 19
New Castle County PD 10 2 0 12
DSP Troop 2 3 0 1 4
Elsmere PD 1 0 0 1
Middletown PD 1 0 0 1
Newark PD 1 0 0 1

New Castle County Total 16 2 2 20
Dover PD 7 4 0 11
DSP Troop 3 0 1 0 1
DSP Headquarters 1 0 0 1
Harrisnton PD 0 1 0 1

Kent County Total 8 6 0 14
DSP Troop 4 11 1 0 12
Sussex County Total 11 1 0 12
DE River & Bay Authority 1 0 0 1
University of DE 1 0 0 1
Multi-Jurisdiction Total 2 0 0 2
Statewide Total 37 9 2 48

23



