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The Wilmington Public Safety Strategies Commission, created by House Joint Resolution No. 2 of the 148th General Assembly, held its 4th meeting at 5:30PM on March 17, 2015 at P.S. DuPont Middle School, 701 West 34th Street, Wilmington DE 19802. 
Commission members in attendance included Co-chair Department of Safety and Homeland Security Secretary the Honorable Lewis Schiliro, Rick Gessner, Wilmington Police Department Chief Bobby Cummings, Darryl Chambers, Drew Fennell James Wright, Cassandra Marshall and Kathy Jennings representing the Department of Justice. The meeting was staffed by Criminal Justice Council staff.
The meeting opened with the approval of the Minutes from the March 10, 2015 meeting.
Jim Burch of the Police Foundation provided an update of their activities as well as a draft of the structure of their final report to the Commission. He added that where appropriate “best practices” in law enforcement both locally and from other jurisdictions will be suggested.
Commissioner Safir of Vigilant Resources International indicated that his agency will map and predict areas of significant crime. He added that specific operational recommendations will be offered to the Wilmington Police Department.
Next Professor Jerry Ratcliffe of Temple University presented a PowerPoint regarding crime statistics and crime mapping for Wilmington based on data from 2010-2014. He reported that their analysis was based on five years’ worth of crime data and call for police services. He indicated that the data showed that criminal activity increase at about 3PM and stays at a high level until about midnight when it begins to decrease. He added that the data demonstrated that certain areas of Wilmington had an overall problem with crime while other areas had a problem with specific categories of crimes. He offered that Wilmington has a pressing need for crime analysis and a focus on community policing. He suggested that resources should be focused in significant crime areas. He indicated that Wilmington has about five “hotspots” that merit focused attention. He added that some criminal activity will re-locate as a result of the attention but that overall the focus will generate a positive impact. 
Members of the business community offered comments to the Commission. The contributors included Tim Constantine of Highmark, John Baker of DANA, Martin Hageman of Downtown Visions, and Dwayne Adams of Breaking Barriers.  The speakers indicated that although there have been some instances of criminal activity, that both Wilmington Police and Downtown Visions have been responsive. Recommendations for increased lighting in certain areas were offered. It was also suggested that the camera network be expanded and maintained in proper working order.
Members of the general public offered comments which included:
	A need for better lighting and more cameras;
	Expand community policing;
	Educate the children;
	Police need to establish relationships in the community;
	Something needs to be done about the guns;

The meeting adjourned at about 7:15PM.
	


  
